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Bloomin’ Marvellous Result At ‘In Bloom’ Awards 
 
Hailsham clinched two prizes at a dazzling South & South East In Bloom Awards 
Ceremony held at the Grand Hotel in Brighton last week. 
 
In its second year of competing, Hailsham was awarded with a Silver-Gilt 
certificate in the Large Town category, which was attended by members of the 
Hailsham In Bloom Committee, including its Chairman, Cllr Jeff Bentley-Astor. 
 
If that was not enough, Hailsham also scooped a Silver Award for Best Country 
Park, in recognition of the park’s high biodiversity levels and the efforts made by 
Hailsham In Bloom volunteers to restore the wild flower meadow there. 
 
Factors that particularly impressed the judges included the quality of the town 
centre floral displays and flowerbeds, as well as the high level of contribution 
from local businesses and younger members of the community. 
 
Cllr Jeff Bentley-Astor, delighted with the award, said: “We are thrilled to have 
achieved such great results.  Getting excellent results in our category is no mean 
feat and awards are not given lightly - this Silver-Gilt award is an outstanding 
achievement and is a real testament to how the Hailsham In Bloom Committee 
has worked with residents, businesses, schools and volunteers to make our town 
one we are justifiably proud of." 
 
“Maintaining a clean, green and visually appealing environment is our key priority 
and my sincere thanks go to everyone involved for all their hard work." 
 
Hailsham In Bloom vice-chairman, Cllr John Puttick said: “Once again Hailsham 
has scooped excellent results. To reach Silver-Gilt standard in only its second 
year of entry is a real achievement for the town of Hailsham.  Many thanks and 
congratulations to each and everyone who helped make the town look its best for 
the judges’ tour in July!” 
 
The news was also welcomed by the Mayor of Hailsham, Cllr Dr Ian Haffenden: 
“This is great news and excellent recognition for all the hard work that has been 
put into the project by the Hailsham In Bloom team, sponsors and volunteers who 
contributed significantly to the environmental and aesthetic enhancement of the 
town." 
 
The winning certificates are now on display at the Town Council offices, 
Inglenook, Market Street, Hailsham, for the public to view. 
 
<ends> 
 
***************************************************************** 
 
NOTES: 
 
South & Southeast In Bloom considers: 
 

 Horticultural Achievement (e.g. floral impact, horticultural practice, green 
spaces, residential, business and community gardening) 

 
 Environmental Responsibility (e.g. biodiversity, resource management, 

heritage, environmental cleanliness) 
 



 Community Participation (e.g. communication, education, funding and 
sponsorship, business involvement) 
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